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socialist emulation in Soviet industry has been critically
discussed by the Webbs1 and other writers. It is reminis-
cent of the house system of sporting events in a public
school. The method works well in football or tennis.
It undoubtedly raises production in industry. But when
it takes the form of competition between professors for
examination results it is not free from objection, particularly
as the professors themselves are the examiners. The
Soviet Government recognised this, and in 1944 socialist
emulation was abolished in institutes of higher education.
This, as one paper put it, * removed the brakes which
hindered professors and lecturers from strictly evaluating
knowledge of their students'. A far less toxic form of
carrot is now used: in November 1944 orders and medals
were awarded to 456 professors and teachers for their work
in higher education.1

In all institutes of higher education political coherence is
assured through the activities of the Komsomols (see p. 59).
The Komsomols, who compose about 50 per cent, of the
students in some institutes, supervise political education,
standards of citizenship, and moral tone, just as they do at
school. The time allotted to Marxism-Leninism in the
syllabus is discussed earlier (page 59). This is the foundation
on which the Komsomols build. It is their business to see
that the student does not remain a narrow specialist, but
* strives to be an active participant in the political leadership
of the country \ The university has to produce ' cadres
of workers for a state directed by the great ideas of Marxism-
Leninism '. The ascetic type of student, who works day and
night, speaks in quotations, and thinks in a groove,2 is not
just left alone in the Soviet Union; he is entreated by his
Komsomol comrades to take part in social work, to link
up his actions with his principles, and to develop qualities
of character, love, and friendship. This drilling of the
personality is enforced through a simple technique.

1  Vech. Mos., 10.11.44.

2  Kom. Pravda, 25.6.44.